PRINCtt BULOW
himself with ready wit, saying that actually it made no
difference whether he served the Prince once ot twice, for if
only once the Prince was fat-sighted enough to take twice as
much on his plate. The "Prince had to admit that the Italian
was right, fot the day before he had actually, foreseeing that
the dish would not be offered to him again, helped himself to
two partridges at once,
We now went in to dinner. Hen* Sturdza took in the
Princess and I sat on her left* We discussed all manner of
subjects, but there was little reference to politics. The Prince
was xinable to refrain from complimenting his old Rumanian
friend on being the most industrious man in the world, an
authoritative financier and a student of history.
The Prince asked Sturdfca how much the tobacco monopoly
in Rumania brought in, and was told " thirty millions,"
The Chancellor thereupon remarked: " It's a great pity
that Prince Bismarck was not in a position to establish a
tobacco monopoly. He vety much wanted one. It's certain
that the State would have drawn from it an income of from
four to five hundred millions* What a lot could have been
done with that money for the good of Germany. And I
don't think it's too high an estimate. In France the tobacco
monopoly brings in quite three hundred millions. But
France hasn't our population, and the Frenchman doesn't
smoke as much as the German and, be it said to his credit, he
is thriftier,"
Sturdza told us that he had once had a long talk with Prince
Bismarck about the tobacco monopoly. He regatds himself as
very fortunate in having; met Bismarck so frequently. " The
further we get from Bismatck in time, the greater we are
bound to think him. It can only benefit his memory to recede
from the purview of contemporaries into the realm of history.
His greatness will continue to increase."
Then, unnoticed by Prince Btilow, Sturdsa added : " And
we can't deny our host, Bismarck's third successor, the credit
for being a clever statesman and guiding his country's destiny
according to the spirit of his great predecessor. We're old
friends, and it gives me satisfaction to think that I realised
twenty years ago in Bucharest what he had in him."
Later Ptince Billow remarked that if Bismarck had not
failed over the tobacco monopoly, there would have been no